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purpose, transporting freight and express between New York City and the communities along its 
inland New England route. To that end, a large freight shed was built along the east side of the pier, 
with the coal hoist remaining on the west side for some time. Over the years additional buildings 



mostly open and used for outdoor lumber storage. The pier property includes an onshore portion that 
is 850 feet wide and varies in depth from about 100 to 300 feet. Formerly, a frame office building 
from 1937 and a modern cylindrical storage tank stood on the land portion of the property, but these 
have been demolished. To the north of the property are Amtrak’s electrified Northeast Corridor rail 
line and, beyond that, the high-level Gold Star Bridge carrying Interstate 95. 
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The fact that none of the historic buildings and structures that once stood on the pier remain does not 
constitute a serious issue of integrity. The pier itself is the core of the resource and, when placed in 
operation, accounted for nearly 80% of the cost of construction. The various appurtenances changed 
over time as the pier’s use changed, but the masonry and fill itself remained constant. 
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Hartford; Connecticut Historical Society, 1989. 
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The nominated property includes the entire pier structure and the immediately adj acent portion of the 
shore that was railroad property. 
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Remnant of railroad tracks visible at the northeast corner of the property, camera facing north. 
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